
Executive Summary
Governor’s Best and Brightest Scholarship Program

2009-2010 Academic Year

Executive Summary
During academic year 2010, 1,828 students received Best and Brightest Scholarships with a 
total value of $2,396,500. This includes 1,191 students who renewed their scholarships and 637 
students that were awarded new scholarships. Since its creation in 2005 by the Montana Legisla-
ture, the total amount of scholarships now exceeds $8 million to almost 6,700 Montana students. 
Of the $2,396,500 awarded in 2010, $848,500 were new scholarship awards and $1,548,000 
were for renewals of existing scholarships.  

One hundred and sixty seven (167) graduating high school students received merit scholar-
ships.  Of those 167 recipients, 19 students chose 2-year schools and 148 students chose 4-year 
schools.   

The Montana Guaranteed Student Loan Program (MGSLP) received a total of 317 applica-
tions for a Governor’s Best and Brightest Merit at-large scholarship for the 2009-2010 academic 
year.  Only 28 applications were rejected due to missing or incomplete documents.  MGSLP had 
enough funding to award 49 Merit-at-large scholarships. Of those 49 students, 7 were non-tradi-
tional, 1 was home schooled and 41 were 2009 high school graduates.     

A total of 421 new need-based scholarships were awarded to students attending 2-year pro-
grams.  By category, 222 students were general study, 74 were health/science, 89 were technol-
ogy, and 36 were trade/green.  

The Governor’s Best and Brightest Scholarship is having a positive impact on thousands of 
Montana students who depend upon the scholarship to help meet the costs of a postsecondary 
education.    
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